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THE MULE IS DEAD; LONG LIVE THE AUTO TRUCK!

ORROWFUL and prophetic army
~\ mule stood beside a Soto cactus near
° the American end of the long, dusty
road from Columbus, New Mexico, to Nami-

, 0ld Mexico.
Down the trail from the base of the puni-
ve expedition swept a train of thirty auto
trucks. They were heavily laden with the va-
riety of cargoes that are required for an army

the field. Each truck carried four or five

opers in olive drab squatted insecurely on

1

of the load.

Ihe road was uneven, it was full of ruts,
¢ the auto truck train glided along at the
rate of from eight to ten miles an hour. The

ehicles kept a perfect alignment. The troop-

ers ewore softly but earnestly as the trucks

Even a# the army mule watched, the sweat-

truck train disappeared into &
if dust beyond the border line. Then
1 back his dejected head and gave

¢+ tn & secret sorrow in one far-reaching

effort As though mocking his grief,
v of tooted back ‘de
ely in the
¢ grief of that army mule was the grief
ithello with his occupation gone. He slunk
nid the Sato tus subisi into pain

He had just seen his finigh.

{ie realized at that moment that the army

ver again bold a high place

ule would

among the factors which win battles, He re-

Jlized that practical poets would noe longer
¢ of the virtues which the army mule could
play upon great emergencies. He was al-
ads te, down and out.
tven the “mule skinner,” with the pict-

e Vo and the hard hands, had
jonned him. The mule skinner was now
ing one of those auto trucks, and was ad
ressing it with strained polileness when he
ke to it at all

1+ was all wrong. By the martyred mule
Matanzas, of which the army bards sang
¢ the Spanish-American War days, it
all wrong! lhere was no use to pull
t ¢ auto truck, He had tried it when
tehed him to the rear of one. He de
to drag the thing back over the desert,
tead. lie was relentlessly dragged on

8 hes for a mile, and he gave 1t up.
e Columbus expedition has demonstrated

atter of army transportation “the

» live the auto truck!” The

e 18 dea i, long
Var Department should have realized this
en hefore it was deemed neecessary to dash
to Mexi It had already been demon

the battle of the Marne, when molor

rated atl

le chocked the German advance and

Hut the War Department moves with exces-

¢ deliberation. It clung tenaciously to its
it the mule until the first auto truck
" wernt g mphing o co, making

that a mule could

o motor-driven ve-

n ave
i 1=h fer for auto
and drivers, Off detailed on the
rk had long before reported upon the effi-
« of the auto truck and had made =ome
arefully prepared plans for auto truck trains.
Hut these were earefully sealed and filed some

Gasolene Spells Extinction Not Only for the Army Mule but, Perhaps, for the
Cavalry Branch of the Service—Mexican Desert or Mountain Pass, the
Auto Truck Goes Anywhere a Mule or a Horse Can Go,
and Gets There in Half the Time

where i the War Department’s records. Con
sequently, they are working out the auto truck
problems in the field.

But the auto trucks are standing up won
derfully well. They plough through the alkal
dust up to the hubs, they jolt over the rocky
places, they flounder through the sandy wastes
that grind the bearings, and they puff through
the mountain passes. They go anywhere the
mule will go, and they get there in better time.

While the leng train from Columbus to
Namiquipa is lined with the carcasses of
mules and horses, the auto trucks go rumbling
on in their work of keeping the field army
They

;ur-rf'rlrm new mirae upon every new emaor-

supplied with food and ammunition.

gency.

By W. O.

company of infantry twice as far on a forced

march as the best mounted troop of cavalry
could travel.

Cavalry charges are rare in these days of
rapid-fire rifles and machine guns. The horses
are used only to get the men to the front, where
they operate as infantry. When the gasolene-
fed mounts can pet them there so much faster
than the horses, it heging to look bad for the
cavalry horse.

The United States army of the near future
will travel extensively on gasolene. There will
be few more heart-breaking infantry hikes, and
there will be few more wild cavalry rides, leav-
ing in their wake dead and dying horses. Even
tield artillery can be carried by the auto trucks

All of this should have heen realized before.

M'GEEHAN

colored sergeant of the 9th Cavalry who had

heen detailed to drive a five-ton truck. He wa
addressing his vehicle,

“Yes, Betsy, old girl,” he was saying, “Ah
knows that this here cheap government gaso
lene ain't the proper nourishment for a high-
toned lady truck like you. But we got to make
this hill, Betsy, old girl. And when we gets to
Corallitas Ah'm going to put eome of that nice
cool spring water in your radiator. That'll
freshen you up a whole lot, Betsy.

“Does you all want a little more oil in your
bearings, Betsy? If vou does, jes' say so.
"Tain't no trouble at all for me. Ah jes'
thought you might, because your pretty engine
was breathing a little hard on that last hill.
Ah don't want any of them fresh New York
chauffeurs to think vou was
Betsy, because me and vou
don’t complain.”

complaining,

nows that you

new truck slowed down and began to pick the
going.

The captain
rear in his standard runabou
cutting his train in two.

“What's the trouble?”’ he demanded of the
civilian driver,

“No trouble at all," replied the driver. “But
eight miles is all that [ am going to do with
this load and over this sort of road. You can
go ahead with those Barney Oldfields if you
want to. I'll eatch up with you after half of
those trains are wrecked.”

The captain was a trifle angry. He remind-
ed the driver that all trains were ordered kept
intact. It was no 'cross-country race. It was
a military truck train. The driver was ob-
durate, and the train had to slow down to a
reasonable pace. The driver was right, though
very unmilitary.  The loads which the trucks

shot 'eross-country from the

t to see what waz

TRUCK TRAIN

There are now three hundred auto trucks at
the army base at Calumbus.  On a pinch these

move an entire

three hundred trucks cou

de in one day twice as far as all the

and mules in the world could move it

fact that many of the

truck ¢ badlv racked because of bad driv
ing., due to the failure of the War Department
to foresee the transportation problem in Mex

ico and to provide for efficient drivers

Not only does the ceessful test of the auto

truck spell the passing of the mule train. It
aleo means the passing of the cavalry, the most
picturesque branch of the service, FEven cav

alry officers In the punitive expedition will ad-

mit thit three or four auto trucks will get a

I'TO TRUCK AND MOTORCYCLE SCOUTS ARMED Wird MACHINE
GUNS IN MEXICO.
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Rut the transportation branch of the Ameri
can service has heen notoriously slow and in-
One of the last

ng henefits of the punitive expedition will be

efficient from the beginning.

the modernizing of this branch. The auto

truck has passed the stern test, even o the

satisfaction of the ptical War Department.

sireny iz beginning to realize with a

ike wonder what was thoroughly demon-
strated by the armies of Europe.

For the present the auto truck trains with
the army in Mexico are not working ur'ni».’ any

definite system. The organization of the

train of the United State

decided upon. Neither

to be used in the orgn

upon. Captains and lieutenants are busy

ing notes as to net mili » und gasolene re

quirements: also, as to s ity and reliability

of the different makes of tru he service
The drivers are a mixed lot. Some are reg

ular army enlisted men, detailed to drive the

type of truck tentatively adopted. The others

eurs of all sorts, adventurers from

ure chat
ege men in search of

untry, co

ull over the ¢t

experience, and even ex-taxicab drivers from
New York City. With
jer probation are men from the

It is a more picturesque body thar
:re.  The

views upon th

some of the trucks un-

semblage of mule sk

i and the

ings in gen-
eral are more interesting. r, the army

he aggregate is naturally more
nner, whose close

more Varie

Moreov

hauffeur

it than the mule

given him some

the mu

le
1 1
that noble animal.

chautfeur the stolid

ing auto truck is a beautiful

f the traits of

To the average army

(ing, lumber
and a living thing.
On the road to Namiquipa I listened to a

.

The colored trooper adjusted some pink and
p I

green ribbon which was tied to the truck radi

ator. The whistle of the truck master blew,
The sergeant whirled the erink, lstened so
licitously for an instant to his motor, and

swung Betsy into line with her mates,

ver there 13 the

In contrast to this d

tistical chauffeur who considers the motor
of himself.
“] had a tough time on that last grade,” he

savs. “My old engine was grut
way, and I had to keep giving mys:
How does the government expect a fellow hike
me to travel on that sort of gus? [t practi
cally crippies me 1t

“I wasn't built . \ T3

ke thi=, It's

my springs. Al

choking me to de

build me different if it wants

‘m ought to
thiough this blanked dashed

travel

h the captain of

of the difficulties

y truck encounters 1s

diseipline with a mixed compa f
Civilian drivers have their own

and soldiers.

should be driven.

otions as to how auto tru

It is the theory of the captain that the aut

train should have a it, with
the t a hunidred

The civilian drivers c: the necessity
for this. Some of them want to show that

thelr trucks can travel the fastest.
5 be carefully han

sist that their tr
result is that the
has to be a diplomat

a mixed train of trucks.

15 started out at the rate of

(One of these trair
A short distance out of

twelve miles an !

Columbus it encountered the bad roads A

oA -

DRAWN UP FOR DEFENCE IN THE SAME FORMATION USED BY THE PRAIRIE SCHOONERS AGAINST INDIAN ATTACKS.

g were not needed in oa

were carryur

But if he had happened to be an ar

he would be in the guardhouse for

erable period for insubordination.

More than once the army in Mexico has been

me of the civilign di
tling incident of this sort | B D n
g taxicab driv hipped
Jle & train made up of a certain uni

m make of trucks,

ite Mexico, and then

de that they did not like the country at
all. They agreed that the United States gov-
ernment was L at ull

Pheir spoke the captain and in-
formed him that t d devided to go back
1 {id not like the food, the water was not
wed, and there wa heer in the god-for-
AT o -4
| 4
]
)
!
I e
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A COMPARATIVELY EASY STRETCH

siken place. Whereupon the captain gave o

s to the sergeant of his guard. The nom
commissioned officer informed the drivers thal
the first of them who turned back to Columbug
would be systematically shot up.

The drivers protested that they were Amers
fean citizens and wanted their rights, The
sergeant listened unmoved as he drew ©p his
squad into a convenient place for tha shootings
The drivers finally concluded that they were
too far away to con their attorneys, and
the train proceeded to Namiquipa.

Civilian drivers hata the sound of the truclf
driver's whistle, They scoff at the military
alignment, and they do not see why it should
s to draw up mille
arriva at the differenf

be necessary for the tru
tary fashion when they

towns en route,

Camping out away from a garrisoned to
the truck trains take the same formation th
wis used by the emigrant truins when they
were forced to guard against Indian attacks
distributed in ®
le. with the captain’s runabout, the coolg
ition truck in the centréy
ation, the truck train is &
bandit band to rush.

. 1 e “.;lr‘-ilt“g
of food and ammunition,
longing to pounce hem, but they res
frained. A well ordere ¢ train could ged
nto battle formation in a few minutes, and the
igr every poing

ight. The trucks are

No doubt,

those

many

valuable tr

Springfield rifles would be coveris

in gold was
rded by fifty
picked m 15, knowing of
this, prohably longed to ru but they did
At night, in i1ts proper

alert, the well cone

with one
men. Bandit

shipped

not make the attempt

formation, with its outposts
ducted train should be impossible to SUrprises
e | o e ince of

dert, They will

the DOXes,; ﬂ-’\f’.
while 1 itous of the
mechani v have no rée
gard for ti of the Springfield

rifles wi t
for =houlder strapsy

They hav
] ne near Espia. The

A

li
truck ain drew into the place hot and dusty,
The VoA i that thers was a real

swimming hole i he place.
Saldier guards and eivilis rivers maide &§
t As they neared it they heard 8
lashing it a =entry halted thems
=" he said, “"but the an officep
° now, i the orders are that nos

body allowed in till he pets t igh,”

A big ex-tax New York proe

ceeded to pe form In ane
other minute he dove into the pool with &
mighty splash. He came to the surfnce and

grinned cheerfully lignant expressioq

of the second licutenant, outraged at the fach
that his privac cen disturbed, nppate
by an enlisty an
, that's all right!” shouted the aute
r. "I don't mind if you are a little big
Come or I'he water is fine,”

The lieutenant realized that the intruder wag
one of those irresp: le, irreverent civilian
truckmen There thing to do but te
withdraw with a3 much dignity as could be
n 0,

: train will be

i | !l:\fﬂti
me T 1 fixed f cod, and
ths e up to rmined sperifie
atin th should have SO ACrOMe
pl by tk it the War Departmens
nsistantiy ta
When the t train is perfected, the mule
train will go.  Also, the pride of the cavalry
bhe trailed in the gasolene-seonted dust of
the auto truck train, They will amend the
epigram of the general wi 1id “An army
Lrave n its belly” to “A Airmy travels on
Its gasol
— o o

OF THE TRAVEL FROM

COLUMBUS TO NAMIQUIPA.



